Healing History

A Chronological Journey Through 1& 2 Chronicles

From Adam to Exile, and the Hope that Followed.




A Time of Need

The Kingdom of Judah was
surrounded. Armies from three
powerful enemy nations were all
advancing at once, prepared for
battle. In this desperate moment
of need, Jehoshaphat, King of
Judah, turned to the King of
heaven and earth.



A Time of Need

Jehoshaphat gathered his people
at the temple and prayed. He
acknowledged their human
weakness and pleaded for
deliverance. In response, the Lord
promised His protection: “Fear not,
nor be dismayed” (2 Chronicles
20:17).
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Facing Challenges

We might not have an invading army at our doorstep threatening to destroy us,
but sometimes we do feel surrounded by adversity and evil. Our path to
deliverance is the same one Jehoshaphat sought, and our prayer can be like his
too: “O our God, ... we have no might against this great company that cometh
against us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee”

(2 Chronicles 20:12).

In 2 Chronicles 14-30, you will read about Jehoshaphat and other kings in Judah.
Consider how their faith-driven reforms, victories, and challenges can apply to
your own life.
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The Chronicler’s Lens

Finding Hope and Deliverance in 1-2 Chronicles




1-2 Kings 1 2 Chromcles

Context: 6t Century BCE | Context 4th Century BCE 1o
| (Babylonian Exile) Il (Post EXI|IC Return under Persian Rule)
The Pressing Question & The Pressing Question
“How did we end up in Babylon | ) “After all this time, are we still .
when we thought God would | the people of God? Is God ever
stick with us? What did we | going to show up and fix this < | <
do to deserve it?” | | mess? Do we have a future?” é &
Focus: | Focus: e
Explaining the trauma of exile and | Building hope and reestablishing identity
collective punishment. ' | around the Temple for a restored community. l
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- The Great Divide

How differing agendas resulted in distinct historical narratives.

Thematic Dimension

1-2 Kings

1-2 Chronicles

Traces both the Northern (Israel) and

Ignores the Northern kingdom almost
entirely, focusing exclusively on Judah

foreign wives).

Geographic Scope rseosu'[gstrir\]/e(\:‘glclj:h) kingdoms until their | 4o Sole legitimate heir of the
P ' covenant.
Portrayed with full human complexity | Idealized beyond criticism. Sins
View of David & Solomon | (adultery, rebellion, apostasy via omitted. Focus is on their roles as

flawless liturgical organizers.

Theological Framework

Delayed, collective retribution (e.g.,
Manasseh's sins doom Judah
irrevocably).

Immediate, individualized retribution
(e.g., Manasseh sins, is captured,
repents, and is restored).




A Shift in the Promise

History serving the needs of the present.

2 Samuel 7:16 -

YOUR HOUSE and YOUR
KING will endure forever
before me. YOUR THRONE

Context: Written when an unbroken
biological line of David was still expected.

will be established forever.

1 Chronicles 17:14 ‘»

| will set him over MY
} HOUSE and MY KINGDOM
./ forever; his throne will be
established forever.

Context: Written generati‘o"r‘lﬁs—a_fter the Davidic
line fell. The kingdom now belongs entirely to
God, offering eternal hope to a ruined dynasty.




Case Study: Asa’s Shifting Trust

{ Challenge ] { Wherﬁl SA;srzi\JSptlaced J [ Result ]
= = %) : : a| D a| D ' : a
2 Chr A massive Cushite God Sweeping victory and
14:9-12 army attacks. religious reform.
2 Chr | Prophetic warning from Massive covenant
15:1-8 | Azariah to stay faithful. God renewa(l)sf %nocisremoval
Baasha of Israel Foreign alliances Prophetic rebuke; Asa
2 Chr || blockades Judah. Later, (Syria) and earthly imprisons the prophet
16:1-10 || Asa gets a severe foot physicians, ignoring and dies in his disease
;e disease. God. ‘

Why do we sometimes start with deep reliance on God,

only to stop trusting Him when later challenges arise?




ﬁsw e o SRR I R

e ovtess?
The Resolution |

2 Chronlcles 15 mentions both Ancient versions like the Septuagint

"Azariah son of Oded" (v. 1) and (LXX) and Syriac preserve the fuller

"Oded the prophet" (v. 8). This is reading: "Azariah son of Oded."

best understood as a scribal Modern commentators conclude that

omission in the Masoretic Text. Azariah was the prophet delivering
the message, and Oded was simply
his father.




Micaiah & The
Divine Council

Understanding the
“Lying Spirit” (2 Chr 18)

Decrees the End:
“Ahab will die at Ramoth-Gilead."

“I will be a false spirit
in the mouth of all his
prophets.”

God approves
this means.

Ahab’s False Prophets
(Deceived)

Micaiah
(The True Prophet)

Key Insight: God decrees the ends, but the means are often left up to the free decisions of His divine council.

Micaiah showed profound courage by standing against popular pressure and revealing the fatal truth.




—]ehoshaphat Surrounded

The Horizontal Threat (2 Chr 20)

The Context
The Kingdom of Judah is
entirely surrounded.

Geopolitically and militarily,
the situation is hopeless.

Three powerful enemy
nations advance at once.

Modern Application:
We might not have an
invading army at our doorstep,
but sometimes we feel
completely surrounded by
adversity and evil.




The Anatomy of Deliverance  [BESTEREETN
The Vertical Response to a Horizontal Threat Joiies Wapglon & eipele

Divine Deliverance
The Lord's response: “Fear not, nor be dismayed” (2 Chr 20:17).

e

Shift Focus Upward
“...neither know we what to do: but our eyes are
upon thee” (2 Chr 20:12).

I
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Acknowledge Weakness
“We have no might against this great company...”
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Gather at the Temple

Jehoshaphat does not immediately muster troops;
he gathers the people at the sanctuary.




Hezekiah’s Invitation — 2 Chronicles 29-
Grace Over Rigid Rule-Following (2 Chr 29-30)

The Fractured State __The Unified Gathering
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Hezekiah lnvriites all Israel to come to the temple Many from ther Vn'oﬁhido hot gather (2 Chr 30:10),
but those that do are healed (2 Chr 30:18-20)

Hezekiah’s Grace (2 Chr 30:18-20)

Rather than turning them away, Hezekiah prays for them, asking the Lord to pardon everyone who sets
their heart to seek God, even if they lack strict purification. The Lord hears him and heals the people.
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Smashing Idols vs. Purifying the Temple S&%

Two logs of the exact same reform.
2 Kings 18: The Destruction Log 2 Chronicles 29: The Purification Log G

\
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- Focuses on exactly what Hezekiah destroyed. - Entirely skips the list of pagan objects.
- Focuses instead on removing “uncleanness”
and “filth” from the Temple.




539/538 BC: The Door Opens

The Event
Cyrus the Great of Persia conquers
Babylon and issues a decree allowing

the Jews to return to Jerusalem and
rebuild (2 Chr 36:22-23).

The Climax

The Hebrew Bible (in its traditional
ordering) ends on this exact,
triumphant moment.

The Invitation

The Chronicler ends his history
not with a period, but with an open
door: “Any of his people among
you may go up, and may the Lord
their God be with them.”




Synthesis: The Golden Thread Unbroken

Healing History The Takeaway

Chronicles was written to tell the struggling returnees After disaster, a community can reread its past,
that the golden thread of God's covenant was never reclaim what is life-giving (the Covenant and the
severed by the Babylonians. By tracing the dates from Temple), and imagine a future with God again.
David to Cyrus, the Chronicler proves that God is still at

work.

1003 BC 966 BC 538 BC
(David/Ark) (Solomon/Temple) (Cyrus/Rebuilding)




