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How tall was Goliath really?

Source: Michael Heiser, Clash of the Manuscripts, Goliath and the text of the Old Testament.



Robert Wadlow - 8’11” 



A Man of Large Strides: Goliath's Foot Size 



Garden of Eden: Prototype Sanctuary



The Temple Drama

Lehi left Jerusalem right when the temple was destroyed and the 
Temple Drama during the Feast of Tabernacles was lost. For Lehi and 
Sariah, the ceremony of the New Years Festival would have been vital. 
This ceremony was a renewal of the covenants that held their nation 
together – which reaffirmed the covenant with Jehovah and with the 
nation of Israel and her king. The temple rite culminated in an 
anointing ceremony where the king was adopted as a son and heir of 
Jehovah. Israel’s relationship with God was a covenant relationship, and 
the king was a living token of that relationship.
Sigmund Mowinckel, The Psalms in Israel’s Worship, 1962, vol. 1, p. 94



The Temple Drama

Grand Council in Heaven

 Jehovah anointed King & Protector of Israel

  Prophets & Israel set apart

   Creation of the world

    Adam & Eve make covenants w/God

     King & Queen of Israel make covenants w/God

     Ritual Combat w/Chaos

    Jehovah Defeats “Death & Hell” ~ “The Sea”

   7th day, Jehovah (the ark), the king & queen, & Israel parade 
   around the temple.

 The King & Queen & symbolically all Israel receive rites of coronation

8th day there is feasting, sacrifices and symbolized eternal peace. Order is restored!



The Cosmic Myth – A Chiasmus

The hero is required to leave the safety of home

 

 The hero is given a seemingly impossible task

  

   The hero succeeds against huge odds

 

 The hero is victorious, peace is restored

The hero returns home triumphant, knowing that evil is put down and order 
is restored



1 Samuel 28: The Witch of 
Endor



1 Samuel 31: The 
Death of Saul







2 Samuel 6 – 
David dances 
before the 
Lord



Uzzah steadies the Ark – 2 Sam. 6.1-7



2 Samuel 7 - Nathan’s Prophecy

The inviolability of Jerusalem

How should we read this text?

How did Israel read this?

Lehi’s contemporaries?
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