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The burden of 
Nineveh

Nahum (נַחוּם "Consolation" or "Comfort") depicts God 
as being upset with Nineveh. Nahum's message, 
however, does not end there. It is clear from his 
writings that Nineveh is a type of things to come, just 
as Babylon and other cities were types (see Isa. 13-14; 1 
Pet. 5:13; Rev. 14:8; 17; 18; D&C 1:16; 133:5, 7, 14). The 
Lord declared several times in modern scripture, "What 
I say unto one I say unto all" (D&C 61:18, 36; 93:49). 
The hard message of Nahum to Nineveh is a hard 
message to nations and peoples in all ages, particularly 
in these last days preceding the Second Coming (Nahum 
1).

Kelly Ogden, “The Book of Nahum,” Studies in Scripture, 
Vol. 4: 1 Kings to Malachi, Deseret Book, (ed. Kent 
Jackson), 2004.

https://www.amazon.com/Studies-Scripture-Kings-Malachi-Vol/dp/1590382595


Nahum: 
Between 663-
612 BCE.

Nahum was a prophet of the kingdom of Judah who prophesied late in the 
seventh century B.C., perhaps shortly before the fall of Nineveh in 612. The 
reference to the conquest and sack of the Egyptian capital of Thebes (No-
amon) as a past event in Nahum 3.8 indicates that the book was composed 
later than this event (663). The question of how much later remains open.

Sennacherib’s wall panels are currently in the British Museum and can be see 
here and depict the 701 BCE siege of Lachish.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lachish_reliefs


Yahweh is slow to anger!
"Yahweh is long in the nostrils!" יְהֹוָה אֶרֶךְ אַפַיִם (Nah. 1.3).

When a person gets angry his nose is visibly enlarged as he/she 
expresses his/her indignation. The fact that God has a very long nose 
(nose is even plural here) is a beautiful ancient Hebrew 
expression signifying that God is very slow to anger.

“The Lord, the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to 
anger ( יִםאַפַַּאֶרֶךְ prounced: erech apaim), and abounding in 
lovingkindness and truth; who keeps lovingkindness for thousands, 
who forgives iniquity, transgression and sin.” (Ex. 34:6-7, NASB)

Psalm 18:7 which depicts God’s anger, saying “Smoke poured from his 
nostrils.” The psalmist evokes the image of flared nostrils and a nose 
that’s red with rage. Because God is slow to anger, it takes a long 
time for his nose to get red.

https://www.amazon.com/Eli-Lizorkin-Eyzenberg/e/B0135PJVWE/ref=dp_byline_cont_book_1


Nahum 2.3-6 – Chaos in the 
streets of Nineveh

The "Mask of Sargon of Akkad" (dated circa 2250 BC) was found in 1931 in Nineveh: it was probably 
mutilated during the destruction of Nineveh by the Medes and Babylonians in 612 BC.)



Woe unto the bloody city! - Nahum 3.1

Woe to the bloody city! it is all full of lies and robbery; the prey 
departeth not (Nah. 3.1)

The horseman lifteth up both the bright sword and the glittering spear: 
and there is a multitude of slain, and a great number of carcases; and 
there is none end of their corpses; they stumble upon their 
corpses: Because of the multitude of the whoredoms of the 
wellfavoured harlot, the mistress of witchcrafts, that selleth nations 
through her whoredoms, and families through her witchcrafts (Nah. 
3.3-4).



Nineveh is laid 
waste!

And it shall come to pass, that all 
they that look upon thee shall flee 
from thee, and say, Nineveh is laid 
waste: who will bemoan her? 
whence shall I seek comforters for 
thee? (Nah. 3.7)

Right: The Fall of Nineveh, by John Martin



Habakkuk ("Embrace")חֲבַקּוּק

Habakkuk was a Judahite prophet who lived during the time when 
Jeremiah, Lehi, Nahum, Zephaniah, and other prophets taught in 
Jerusalem (see 1 Ne. 1:4). Habakkuk questioned the Lord about the 
decadence of his people and the power which the wicked seemed to 
have over the righteous (Hab. 1:1-4). He was also concerned about the 
ominous Babylonian (also called Chaldean) threat which the people of 
Judah were experiencing, and he was even more worried about the 
promised destruction of his country by Babylon. Very little is known 
about his life and background, although scholars are united in dating 
his pronouncements around 600 B.C.
Palmer Robertson, The Books of Nahum, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah, Eerdmans, 1990, pp. 34-38.



Habakkuk 1.13

Habakkuk protested that an 
everlasting, holy God would not 
allow the wicked Babylonians to 
gain power over God's own people, 
unrighteous as they might be. After 
all, Habakkuk complained, 
how could the wicked heathens 
prevail over those who are more 
righteous?

See: Habakkuk 1.13



Habakkuk on the 
watchtower

Finally, in a mood of desperation and resignation similar to that of Elijah (1 
Kgs. 19:1-14), Job (Job 31), and Mormon (Morm. 3:9-16), Habakkuk stepped 
aside, retreated to his watchtower, and awaited the Lord's response. Like 
Abraham (Gen. 18:32), Habakkuk had pushed the Lord as far as he dared and 
sensed that he might even have gone too far. So he now waited for the Lord's 
answer or reproval (Hab. 2:1).



God came from Teman: Habakkuk 3.3

God came from Teman, and the Holy One from mount Paran 
ימָןאֱלוֹהַ  הַר־פָארָן וְקָדוֹשׁיָבוֹאמִתֵּ ֵֽ מֵּ (Hab. 3.3).

In this theophany, the Lord is coming from the south: Both Teman and 
Mount Paran (v. 3) are in the south from a Judahite perspective (cf. 
Deut. 33.2; Judg. 5.4).



The Divine Warrior

“Exodus 15.1-18 treats both Exodus 
and Conquest; Deuteronomy 33.1-3, 
26-29; Judges 5.4-5; Psalms 68.8-9; 
and Habakkuk 3.3-7, all describe the 
Divine Warrior marching in conquest 
from the Southland. In these poems 
one finds the language of the 
theophany of the Divine Warrior
utilizing mythical elements from the 
theophany of the storm-god as 
warrior.”

Frank Moore Cross, Canaanite Myth and Hebrew Epic: Essays in the History 
of the Religion of Israel, Harvard University Press, 1997, p. 86.

https://www.amazon.com/Canaanite-Myth-Hebrew-Epic-Religion/dp/0674091760


Horns coming out of his hand? (Hab. 3.4)

הְיֶהכָאוֹרוְנֹגַהּ החֶבְיוֹןוְשָׁםלוֹמִיָדוֹקַרְנַיִםתִֵֽ עֻזֵֹֽ
“And his brightness was as the light; he had horns[1] coming out of 

his hand: and there was the hiding of his power” (Hab. 3.4, 
KJV). This can also be translated as “And a brilliant light which 
gives off rays on every side – therein his glory is enveloped.”[2]

[1] קֶרֶן  qeren, translated as “horn” at times, can also be word denoting strength, a flask of oil, or 
something projecting outward, like light. See Brown-Driver-Briggs, The Brown-Driver-Briggs 
Hebrew-English Lexicon, Hendrickson, 2020, p. 901-902. In this rendering of qeren, the authors 
translated this as lightning flashes that Jehovah has coming from his presence.

[2] The Jewish Study Bible, p. 1231. Robert Alter (p. 1337) renders it “And the radiance is like light. 
Beams from his hand he has, and there his might is hidden.”
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Zephaniah 
Jehovah"צְפַנְיָה) has treasured/hidden away")

Very little is known about Zephaniah the man. The only solid 
information about him is in the superscription that opens his book 
(Zeph. 1:1). He is described as "the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, 
the son of Amariah, the son of Hizkiah," or, as this last name is more 
commonly rendered in English, Hezekiah (Zeph. 1:1).



Zephaniah

The opening chapter also contains the Lord's 
indictment against the kingdom of Judah. The 
catalog of trespasses includes idol and astral worship 
(Zeph. 1:4-5; cf. 2 Kgs. 21:1-7, 19-21), spiritual 
cynicism and indifference toward religious duties 
(Zeph. 1:6, 12), adoption of foreign fashions and 
superstitions (Zeph. 1:8-9), and the acquisition of 
wealth through "violence and deceit" (Zeph. 1:9).



Latter-day Judgments and Gathering – Zeph. 
1.14-15

From the time of Joseph Smith, modern prophets have seen in the visions of 
Zephaniah a multilayered view of the future with great significance for 
Latter-day Saints. Citing Zephaniah's declaration that "the great day of the 
Lord is near" (Zeph. 1:14), Elder Bruce R. McConkie declared: "He is speaking 
of our day. We live in the last days, when the day of the Lord is near."[1]

Zephaniah described the day of the Lord as a "day of trouble and distress, a 
day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of 
clouds and thick darkness" (Zeph. 1:15). Elder Neal A. Maxwell applied this 
prophecy to the wickedness and resultant misery of the latter days, 
observing that the "coming decades will be times of despair."[2]

[1] Bruce R. McConkie, The Millennial Messiah, Deseret Book, 1982, p. 497.

[2] Neal A. Maxwell, in Conference Report, Oct. 1982, p. 96.
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All the writing prophets of the eighth and seventh centuries, 
except Hosea, pronounced oracles against foreign nations

Thus, in the second chapter of Zephaniah the anger of Jehovah shifts 
from Judah to her traditional enemies at each of the points of the 
compass: Philistines to the west, Moab and Ammon on the east, Egypt 
on the south (the reference to Ethiopians seems to be a taunt based on 
Ethiopian domination of Egypt), and Assyria on the north (Zeph. 2:4-15)



Zephaniah 3.9 
One Language

For then will I turn to the people a 
pure language, that they may all 
call upon the name of the LORD, to 
serve him with one consent.

See also: D&C 133.23. 



Zephaniah 3 
ends in HOPE

The remnant of Israel shall not do iniquity, nor 
speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be 
found in their mouth: for they shall feed and lie 
down, and none shall make them afraid. Sing, O 
daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and 
rejoice with all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
The LORD hath taken away thy judgments, he hath 
cast out thine enemy: the king of Israel, even 
the LORD, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see 
evil any more (Zeph. 3.13-15).



Zephaniah 3 
ends in HOPE

Behold, at that time I will undo all that afflict thee: 
and I will save her that halteth, and gather her that 
was driven out; and I will get them praise and fame 
in every land where they have been put to shame. 
At that time will I bring you again, even in the time 
that I gather you: for I will make you a name and a 
praise among all people of the earth, when I turn 
back your captivity before your eyes, saith the LORD

(ZEPH. 3.19-20).


