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The pattern in Judges



The pattern of Judges

D. W. Gooding, The Composition of the Book of Judges, Eretz-Israel: Archaeological, Historical, and Geographical Studies, 1982, 16:77-78.



Judges 3

Ehud and Eglon



Deborah: 
Judges 4-5



Judges 4: Jael 
and Sisera



Judges 6-8 

Gideon: 
Reluctant 
Warrior



Lessons learned from 
Gideon

“The Lord uses the unlikely to 
accomplish the impossible.”

Elder Russell M. Nelson, Jan. 30, 2015 Speech given at BYU-Idaho. 
https://www.lds.org/church/news/god-uses-the-unlikely-for-the-impossible-says-elder-nelson?lang=eng

https://www.lds.org/church/news/god-uses-the-unlikely-for-the-impossible-says-elder-nelson?lang=eng


Judges 9.7-15: 
Jotham's Fable

Jotham’s fable (Judges 9:7-15), which tells 
how the trees seek to name a king and end 
up with a thornbush as their monarch –
captures the mountaintop spirit: only 
worthless, low, power-hungry scoundrels are 
interested in ruling. 

(James Kugel, How to read the Bible, p. 411)



Abimelech

Abimelech, Gideon's son, did not do right by Israel 
or God.

See: Judges 9.50-57.

The "curse of Jotham" - Judges 9.57.



Jephthah and his daughter: Judges 11



Judges 13-16: 
Samson



Judges 19-21

The tragic story of the 
Levite concubine.

This tragedy brings civil 
war to the tribes of Israel. 
See also Moroni 9.


