
2 Samuel; 1 Kings 1-11
Come Follow Me







2 Samuel 6 –
David dances 
before the 
Lord



Uzzah steadies the Ark – 2 Sam. 6.1-7



2 Samuel 7 - Nathan’s 
Prophecy

The inviolability of Jerusalem

How should we read this text?

How did Israel read this?

Lehi’s contemporaries?



2 Samuel 11-12



Amnon and Tamar –
2 Samuel 13



Lust v. Love

Satan is the great counterfeiter. He tries to palm 
off lust as love. There is a simple test to detect 
the difference. Love is motivated by self-control, 
obedience to God’s moral laws, respect for 
others, and unselfishness. On the other hand, 
lust is motivated by disobedience, self-
gratification, and lack of discipline. 
(Elder Tad Callister, The Lord’s Standard of Morality, Ensign, Mar. 2014, p. 48)



Amnon’s Demise 
2 Samuel 13.28-34



Civil War between Absalom & David

2 Samuel 15-18

Absalom slain in 2 Samuel 18 by Joab



Judaic Hyperbole

2 Samuel 14.25-26

Absalom was the best looking guy in all of Israel -- with some serious 
hair. He'd let it grow all year and then cut it, which he had to do each 
year because it got so darned heavy. One year's growth weighed 200 
skekels. And how heavy is 200 shekels? Well, one shekel weighed about 
11 grams. So Absalom's haircut trimmings weighed in at 2.2 kilograms, 
or about 4.8 pounds. A year.

How does this compare with normal human hair?



Judaic Hyperbole

An average head hair has a diameter of about 0.007 cm (70 micrometers) 
and grows 15 cm per year. And an average head has about 100,000 hair 
follicles on it. Since human hair has a density of 1.32 g/cm3, we can estimate 
the weight of an average person's yearly hair production.  Weight = pi * 
(.0035 cm)2 * 15 cm * 100,000 hairs * 1.32 g/cm3 = 76 g

So an average person produces about 0.076 kilogram of hair annually --
about than 1/30th that of Absalom.

Of course Absalom wasn't an average person. He was, after all, the best 
looking guy in Israel. So maybe his hair was 30 times as thick or 20 times as 
dense as normal human hair.



Is Absalom safe?

O my son Absalom, my 
son, my son Absalom! 
Would God I had died for 
thee, O Absalom, my son, 
my son! 
(2 Samuel 18.33, 19.4)



Sheba’s rebellion – 2 Samuel 20

Also: Joab doesn’t like Amasa replacing him!



The Threshing Floor of Araunah – 2 Sam. 24

When David began his reign as the new king in Jerusalem, this royal 
property would have devolved directly to him. He would have had no 
need to purchase it- it was already his. From the perspective of the 
biblical authors, however, it was important that David purchase the 
land- indeed, they depict Araunah as trying to give it to David as a gift, 
and David refusing. The depth of Israel’s connection to the site of the 
temple was such that no possibility could be allowed for anyone else to 
make a rightful claim on the property. (Joel Baden, The Historical David, p. 174)



The Roman-Era midrash Tanhuma sums up the 
centrality of and holiness of this site in Judaism:

As the navel is set in the centre of the human body,
so is the land of Israel the navel of the world...
situated in the centre of the world,
and Jerusalem in the centre of the land of Israel,
and the sanctuary in the centre of Jerusalem,
and the holy place in the centre of the sanctuary,
and the ark in the centre of the holy place,
and the Foundation Stone before the holy place,
because from it the world was founded.



The vision 
1 Kings 3 , 1 Kings 9

Cross reference 1 Kgs 3.4-5 
with 1 Kgs. 9.2

Solomon’s request – 1 Kgs. 3.5-
13

Other references:

Ether 1.34-43

Joseph Smith History 1.20

1 Nephi 14.28



Solomon’s 
Wisdom

1 Kings 3.16-28












