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A brief sketch of the Old 
Testament

The Old Testament covers about 6,000 
years of time according to its internal 
history. Bishop James Ussher (1581-
1656) dated the creation to October 23, 
4004 BCE.



What the Old 
Testament covers

The Old Testament covers the 
events of the creation to 
Malachi (circa 400 BCE), so it 
may be covering a time period 
much longer.







A Collection of texts

Often referred to as the 
“Tanakh,” or the Torah, the 
Ketuvim, and the Nevi’im = 
The First 5 Books of Moses, 
the writings, and the 
prophets.



Canonization is 
difficult to pin 
down

When was the Old Testament 
“canonized”? This is a complicated 
question, but a simple answer is 
that the Hebrew Bible was 
canonized between 200 BCE and 
200 CE.



Which Tanakh 
did Jesus use?

Jesus likely heard Scripture read in 
Hebrew and in Greek, and 
then paraphrased and interpreted 
the text in Aramaic. How much of 
this paraphrase was written down 
in Jesus' day is difficult to tell.



Jesus' Hebrew 
Bible

Perhaps the data is inconclusive as 
to which version Jesus most used, 
but one thing is certain: the 
authors of the New Testament 
texts that we have today used the 
Septuagint.



In the 
Beginning

In the Beginning “be-rosh-iyt”  ית רֵאשִׁ  ”En arche“בְּ
Ἐν ἀρχῇ … both complete the idea of “The First.”

John obviously understood the concept that the 
author of Genesis 1.1 was employing. When John 
created his account of the Logos coming into the 
creation, he saw that in the first/chief/head the 
Logos existed and the Logos was “pros ton Theon,” 
with God, or near unto God, and that the Logos was 
also God. 

See the Greek of John 1.1: 
Ἐν ἀρχῇ ἦν ὁ λόγος καὶ ὁ λόγος ἦν πρὸς τὸν θεόν καὶ
θεὸς ἦν ὁ λόγος.













Elohim, 
bara – Gen. 
1.1

Bara א  רָּ – is something God alone doesבָּ he 
does this kind of creating. Joseph Smith 
explained it as an organization.

Elohim  ים  is “God” in the plural. Josephאֱלֹהִׁ
will use this word to give us “gods” in the 
Abraham creation account.



Tohu wa 
Bohu

וָבֹהוּ תֹהוּ = 
without 
form and 
void

This is an acknowledgement of the creation stories in the 
ANE, where the Gods conquer the deep-Tehom, or the 
Chaos Dragon, and through the destruction of the chaos, 
order is created and life may come to be. We see this in 
Babylon and Greece as well as Ugaritic materials. We also 
see this come up in Nephi’s narrative where Nephi slays the 
Dragon, or the Goliath figure, and then creates a 
temple/boat and crosses waters and builds 
another temple/order/people/kingdom. Chaos plays a role 
in creation and life in these materials as it does here.



An important point

Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ are Creators, 
and Their creative work with us is not finished. 
They can make light shine in dark moments in 
our lives. They can form solid ground in the 
midst of life’s stormy seas. They can command 
the elements, and if we obey Their word like the 
elements did, They can transform us into the 
beautiful creations we were meant to be. That’s 
part of what it means to be created in God’s 
image, after His likeness.



Raqia/Firmament  ַרָקִיע
= the raqia splits the 
waters above from the 
waters beneath –
Gen.1.2-8.





What the raqia teaches 
us about scripture

The Raqia יעַ  קִׁ  introduces us into theרָּ
world of early Hebrew Cosmology. This 
all ties into D&C 1.24, in that God 
speaks to man after the manner of his 
language, according to his 
understanding.



This entire story is a temple text used in a 
liturgical setting.
• This story is our foundation stone, our beginning, hence it is tied to the temple, for the temple 

and creation cannot be separated.[1]

• Adam and Eve are us, male and female.

• They will be made “Lords of the whole earth.”

• This is an invitation for us to create an Edenic state on the earth.

• Adam is to garden as God is a gardener. Jesus’ resurrected kingly body is first portrayed after his 
resurrection in a garden where Mary thought he “was the gardener.”

• [1] “In short,” Jon Levenson states, “the temple is a visible, tangible token of the act of creation, 
the point of origin of the world, the “focus” of the universe,” Jon Levenson, The Temple and the 
World, The Journal of Religion, July 1983, Vol. 64, No. 3, University of Chicago Press, p. 283.
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A prototypical sanctuary

Donald Parry gives eleven examples of how the Garden of Eden is a 
prototypical sanctuary: 1) The Tree of Life was located in the garden and the 
temple, 2) Both the temple and garden had sacred waters, 3) Eastward 
orientation played a role in both centers, 4) The Cosmic Mountain was 
affiliated symbolically with both, 5) The account of the earth’s creation is 
closely connected to the account of the creation of the temple, 6) 
Cherubim serve as guardians in both places, 7) Revelation was an important 
aspect of both the garden and the temple, 8) Sacrifice existed in both the 
garden and in the temple, 9) Similar religious language existed in both 
spaces, 10) Sacred vestments were associated with Adam and Eve as well as 
the priests in the temple, 11) Abundance was associated with both spaces. 
See: Donald Parry, Garden of Eden: Prototype Sanctuary, in Temples of the 
Ancient World, p. 126-127.

http://www.ldsscriptureteachings.org/staging/4108/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Temples-of-the-Ancient-World-Ritual-and-Symbolism-Parry-full-text.pdf






A recreation 
of the temple

This is also a literal recreation 
of the temple. This creation 
parallels the temple. The design 
plan of Eden is a prototype of 
the tabernacle and the temple. 
This narrative is meant to 
preview the priesthood and the 
holy of holies in the Israelite 
temple. The map of Genesis 
2.4-18 imitates this very holy 
space.



The How versus the Why of Creation

• Genesis 1-2 is a text that is working to describe creation as a process of God’s 
glory, power, and order. This is a temple text, not a scientific text.

• Whatever the details of the creation process, we know that it was not accidental 
but that it was directed by God the Father and implemented by Jesus Christ.



Some things we know

• Although we are not told exactly how the Lord brought about the 
creative processes, we are taught several essential concepts:

• First, God, the Father of all men, instituted the creation of this world 
as a place for men to come to mortality and progress toward their 
eternal destiny.

• Second, man is the offspring of deity.

• Third, the world was not created by chance forces or random 
accident.



Some things we know

• Fourth, Adam was the first man and the first flesh on the earth (see 
Reading 2-16 for a definition of “first flesh” [Moses 3:7]).

• Fifth, Adam fell from a state of innocence and immortality, and his fall 
affected all life upon the earth as well as the earth itself.

• Sixth, the Atonement of Jesus Christ was planned before the world 
was ever created so that men could come to a fallen earth, overcome 
death and their sins, and return to live with God.



Some things we do not

• We do not know exactly how old the earth is.

• We do not totally understand how the diversity of life came to be, nor 
the exact processes by which these life forms came to be in their 
present condition.

• The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints does not have an 
official position regarding evolution or the age of the earth. 
(https://ldsscriptureteachings.org/2014/01/19/gospel-doctrine-notes-old-testament-lesson-3/ )

https://ldsscriptureteachings.org/2014/01/19/gospel-doctrine-notes-old-testament-lesson-3/




The Documentary Hypothesis

• Genesis 1-2 is called J & P in much of Biblical scholarship.[1]

• The “P” account, or Priestly account goes from Genesis 1.1 -2.4a and identifies the 
creator as Elohim, or “God” in the KJV. Elohim is the plural of El, the name of God.

• Genesis 2.4b-Gen. 3.24 is the “J” account, or Yahwist account, where the creator is said 
to be the Lord God: Yahweh Elohim, the Lord God, or Yahweh of the Elohim (another 
appropriate translation as this can be read as a construct chain.)

• Both creation accounts mention different deities doing the creating.

[1] See: Richard Friedman, The Bible with Sources Revealed, HarperOne, 2005, p. 1-31. See 
also: Bokovoy, Documentary Sources in the Pentateuch, in Authoring the Old Testament, 
Kofford Books, 2014.

file:///C:/Users/Owner/Desktop/Bryce%20-%20Mike%20Podcasts/1-Old%20Testament%202022/2-Genesis%201-2%20Moses%202-3%20Abraham%204-5/Genesis%201-2%20Moses%202-3%20Abraham%204-5%20podcast%20notes.docx#_ftn1
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Desktop/Bryce%20-%20Mike%20Podcasts/1-Old%20Testament%202022/2-Genesis%201-2%20Moses%202-3%20Abraham%204-5/Genesis%201-2%20Moses%202-3%20Abraham%204-5%20podcast%20notes.docx#_ftnref1
https://ldsseminary.files.wordpress.com/2018/12/Richard-Friedmans-defense-of-the-Documentary-Hypothesis.pdf
https://ldsseminary.files.wordpress.com/2017/02/authoring-the-ot-ch-23.pdf


Time versus days

• Abraham is calling these periods “times,” and Genesis is calling them “days” – see 
Abr. 4.8, 4.13, 4.19, 4.23, 4.31.

• Abraham opens up the idea that matter took time to obey the “gods” – “The Gods 
saw that they were obeyed…” – Abr. 4.10, 4.12. “The Gods watched those things 
which they had ordered until they obeyed.” – Abr. 4.18… these verses open up the 
possibility for natural processes of creation and the development of forms of life 
over time “until they obeyed”…



Good versus 
"very good."

The things made in Genesis are “good,” but when man is made (ha-Adam), it is 
“very good.”

How God considers man and creation. See D&C 18 on how God views mankind.



Coats of skins – Genesis 3.21

This text is dealing with many things.

Here is the text: הוָּה  יםוַיַעַשׂ יְּ םאֱלֹהִׁ שֵֵֽׁ בִׁ נוֹת עוֹר וַיַלְּ תְּ תּוֹ כָּ שְּ אִׁ ם וּלְּ דָּ אָּ לְּ

My translation: And Yahweh Elohim ( הוָּה  יםיְּ אֱלֹהִׁ ) made to Adam and to his 
wife coats/kutonet (plural) of skins עוֹר (pronounced OR) and he clothed 
them (ם שֵֵֽׁ בִׁ (וַיַלְּ

Light is OR and skins is OR.

In Genesis 3.21 we have עוֹר

In Genesis 1.3 we have God speaking forth light אוֹר And so while skins has 
the ain before the O sound vowel with the vau, and light has the aleph prior 
to the exact same construction, the words are pronounced the same. It is a 
pun. See also: Clothing of Light

https://www.aish.com/tp/i/moha/48951486.html


The names of Adam and 
Eve. Their unification 
or marriage

Adam means man or mankind, while Eve’s name 
denotes the idea of bearing or giving life. Both 
names are significant names that teach the 
importance of life and the purpose of life.

Marriage between a man and a woman is ordained 
of God. The command to multiply and replenish 
the earth while Adam and Eve are in God’s 
presence seems to denote that they are married by 
the Lord and that this is an eternal marriage, as 
they are both in God’s presence and have not yet 
partaken of the fruit of the tree of knowledge.



Marriage

Knowing that “marriage between man and 
woman is essential to [God’s] eternal plan,” 
Latter-day Saints persist in the time-
honored religious principle that marriage is 
foremost an institution for the procreation 
and raising of children. We also adhere to 
the proven experience that marriage is the 
best institution for the economic, political, 
and moral well-being of the human 
family. As President Spencer W. Kimball 
said many years ago: “We know that when 
things go wrong in the family, things go 
wrong in every other institution in society.”

Dallin H. Oaks, “As he thinketh in his heart,” S&C devotional 
February 2013.

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/prophets-and-apostles/unto-all-the-world/as-he-thinketh-in-his-heart-?lang=eng


Genesis 2.18 – A “help meet” ezer kenegdo -
וֹעֵזֶר דּֽ נֶגְּ כְּ



Genesis 2.22 – The “rib” צֵלָע – side, or “rib.”

• The rib signifies neither dominion nor subservience, but a lateral relationship as 
partners, to work and to live, side by side.[1]

• This message of the rib teaches through the use of symbols, many things relating 
to how men should treat women, and how husbands should treat their wives.

• Azer is a word used for the Lord’s kind of help (H5828) used 21 times in KJV.

• Neged (H5048) corresponding to what is in front, parallel to, or corresponding to.

[1] Elder Russell M. Nelson, Lessons from Eve, Sept. 1987.
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The serpent - nachash

• The Serpent is going to be seen as Satan by Nephi.

• The Serpent will also be seen as Satan in Early Christianity.

• Nachash – briefly read “bronze, shining” from other sources.

• It is important to note that Nephi and Lehi connect the serpent to an angel who 
fell from heaven and became the Devil (2 Nephi 9).


