
The Father and the 
Son Appeared to 
Joseph Smith; The 
Savior restored his 
Church and Gospel

Wednesday, December 4, 2019



Joseph Smith—
History 1:14–17



“To the youth listening today or reading these words in the 
days ahead, I give a specific challenge: Gain a personal 
witness of the Prophet Joseph Smith. … Read the 
testimony of the Prophet Joseph Smith in the Pearl of 
Great Price. … This is Joseph’s own testimony of what 
actually occurred. Read it often. Consider recording the 
testimony of Joseph Smith in your own voice, listening to it 
regularly, and sharing it with friends. Listening to the 
Prophet’s testimony in your own voice will help bring the 
witness you seek” (“Joseph Smith,” Ensign or Liahona, Nov. 2014, 30).









Finding 
Relevance 

and 
Application



Brief Review of the 
Primitive Church

Luke 6:13; 10:1

Acts 14:23

Ephesians 4:11

Philippians 1:1 

Titus 1:5





Early Christian Beliefs – 125 A.D.

The Christians, then, trace the beginning of their religion from Jesus the 
Messiah; and he is named the Son of God Most High. And it is said that God 
came down from heaven, and from a Hebrew virgin assumed and clothed 
himself with flesh; and the Son of God lived in a daughter of man. This is 
taught in the gospel, as it is called, which a short time was preached among 
them; and you also if you will read therein, may perceive the power which 
belongs to it. This Jesus, then, was born of the race of the Hebrews; and he 
had twelve disciples in order that the purpose of his incarnation might in 
time be accomplished. But he himself was pierced by the Jews, and he died 
and was buried; and they say that after three days he rose and ascended to 
heaven (Apol. 2). – Aristides’ apology to Hadrian, 125 A.D. 
See: https://www.michaeljkruger.com/one-of-the-clearest-and-earliest-summaries-of-early-christian-beliefs/

https://www.michaeljkruger.com/one-of-the-clearest-and-earliest-summaries-of-early-christian-beliefs/


Doctrine and Covenants 1:17, 38; 18:34–35



The Pattern

“The Doctrine and Covenants is a 
latter-day testament of the ministry 
of Jesus Christ to the children of God 
through prophets and servants of 
God, and it illustrates the divine 
pattern of revelation that guides the 
Church and its members today” (Elder Gary 

J. Coleman, “You Shall Have My Word: The Personal Ministry of Jesus Christ 
in the Restoration,” in You Shall Have My Word: Exploring the Text of the 
Doctrine and Covenants, ed. Scott C. Esplin, Richard O. Cowan, and Rachel 
Cope, The 41st Annual Brigham Young University Sidney B. Sperry 
Symposium [2012], 3).



The Savior Directs the Work



Acts 2.1–6, 14–26; 4.1–13, 18–
21; Acts 10.9–20, 25–28, 34–35, 

44–48; Acts 15.1–20

After His Resurrection and 
Ascension to heaven, Jesus 
Christ guided the Apostles 
through the ministration of the 
Holy Ghost.



The Power to 
Decide
D&C 107.78-79



Matthew 10.1–4; 16.19; 17.3–7; 18.18; 
Ephesians 2.19–20; 4.11–14


